School environment is important to the child's development. Theories of environmental psychology suggest that environmental context influences social attitudes and behaviour. The research focuses on the relationship between the outdoor physical environment of urban schools and the students' social behavior of two secondary schools in Shah Alam, Selangor, Malaysia. The findings demonstrate that some relationships exist between the outdoor physical environment of the school and the students' social behaviour. The design and planning of the school's external environment should give more consideration on creating conducive learning environment that could foster positive social behavior especially for urban schools.
Introduction
School as a learning institution should create conducive learning environment, where students could acquire both academic and social skills. The school is an institution which is intended to nurture, care for and educate children within the framework of structured age-related class groups (Dudek, 2000) . In raising academic achievement and helping each and every student on his or her potential, healthy learning environment, interior as well as the exterior environment, should be well planned.
The focus of this research is to establish the relationship between the outdoor physical environment and the students' social behaviour in the urban, secondary schools. It is to identify the most preferred behavioural setting in the outdoor physical environment of the urban secondary schools, to examine why the characters of the outdoor physical environment of the urban secondary schools influence students' social behaviour, as well as to examine how the characters of the external urban schools environment influenced the students' social behaviour. The research is limited to evaluating the effectiveness of the outdoor physical environment in promoting positive social behaviour through design, site planning and landscape perspective.
The students' social behaviour in this research is limited to evaluating the peer interaction and acceptance, sense of belonging, sense of privacy and sense of curiosity. Hence, it is not the scope of this research to evaluate the negative social behaviour such as crime and violence as this is not an issue that is related to schools environment and its compounds in Malaysian context.
Research Background
Social and disciplinary problems in schools have always captured the attention, especially the Medias. Schools are always under pressure to create safe, orderly and effective learning environments. This pressure has emerged from real disciplinary challenges combine with weariness of school violence that had been sensationalized in the media. (NST, 28/7/2004 ). In Malaysia, few studies were conducted on the students' discipline, and some factors had been outlined for the cause of misconduct in schools. Some research had touched on the schools' environment as one of the contributing factors; however this research did not discuss the effects of the school's outdoor physical environment that may have significant effects to the students' misbehaviour.
Research Issues
The indiscipline problem in schools is ranked as a major problem among students of primary and secondary schools in Malaysia. Disruptive behaviour is a concern to schools and parents and to fellow pupils, whose education may be adversely affected (Azizi, 2009 It has been reported in the newspaper that crime involving students in Malaysia had increased for the first eight months of the year 2004: 141 violent and 668 property crime cases. Police had identified 17 secondary schools in Kuala Lumpur City as problematic schools facing serious disciplinary problems
